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             IN THIS ISSUE

Dear Friends,

As we approach the end of 2004, I take great pleasure
in celebrating ISLP's accomplishments this year.
During the past 10 months, we have undertaken and
implemented many new projects; we have also had
growing success in fundraising, so that we now dare
to dream of hiring a Program Director in the coming
year. All of you have contributed to our success, and
for this we are extremely grateful.  We hope you are
proud of being early supporters of this exciting effort
to harness the skills and experience of the legal
profession for international public service.

In this, our second issue of the ISLP News, we write
about developing initiatives with the Clinton
Foundation and the World Bank, and we highlight
the role of law firm partners and associates in many
of our projects.  We also celebrate in particular our
work during the past year in South Africa. Two projects
are highlighted, which demonstrate the breadth of
skills and experience that ISLP is able to draw upon
to accomplish its mission.

We wish you all a wonderful holiday season. Your
continued support is critical to us, and, as always, we
welcome your thoughts and ideas on the work we
are doing.

Sincerely,

Jean C. Berman
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Cl in ton Foundat ion:  HIV/AIDS in  Af r ica & The Car ibbean
ISLP is pleased to be working with
the William J. Clinton Foundation's
program to facilitate the importation
and effective use of low-cost generic
drugs to treat HIV/AIDS patients in
Africa and the Caribbean. An
estimated 40 million people in the
developing world are HIV positive.

Retired and active partners from
the law firm Fried Frank Harris
Shriver & Jacobson, together with
attorneys from Mintz Levin Cohn
Ferris Glovsky & Popeo in New
York, are assisting The Clinton
HIV/AIDS initiative. The legal work
involves helping eight countries

to utilize procedures
available under World
Trade Organization
protocols and to comply
with international laws
regarding sale of generic
drugs for the treatment of
HIV/AIDS.
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The South Afr ica BLA Commercia l  Law Train ing Program

The success of black professionals in South
Africa is critical to removing the legacy of
inequality from  the apartheid era and to
promoting the full participation of black
South Africans in their nation's economic,
political, and civic life. Yet for black lawyers,
there are serious obstacles to developing a
viable business law practice. These include
the lack of historical connections to
successful commercial firms, a dearth of
experienced mentors and the unavailability
of affordable legal training programs.

The South Africa Black Lawyers Association
Commercial Law Education Project was
conceived to address some of these
obstacles. Developed and implemented by
the South Africa Black Lawyers Association
(the "BLA"),  attorneys at the Johannesburg
firm Brink Cohen Le Roux, Inc.,  the Senior
Lawyers Division of the American Bar
Association, and the International Senior
Lawyers Project, the program, which took
place from May to July 2004, offered an eight-
week course of instruction at no cost.

Financial support for the project was
provided by generous donations from the
Southern Africa Legal Services and Legal
Education Project (SALSLEP), The Robert
Aron Foundation, the law firm of Taft,
Stettinius & Hollister, and attorneys Leigh
Middleditch, Jim St. Clair  and Frank Stewart.

Courses in the program were taught at the
University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg,

which generously provided the space free of
charge,  by four volunteers selected by ISLP:
Steve Spronz and Perry Irvine from California,
Jim St. Clair from West Virginia, and Kevin
Salisbury from New Jersey.  Fourteen South
African practitioners co-taught with them.
The Americans each taught four evenings a
week for two-week periods, while the South
Africans, who continued their busy practices
during the day, co-taught one or two evenings
a week. Twenty-eight students were chosen
to participate in this pilot program. The
curriculum was initially drafted by Paul
Coetser, a partner at Brink Cohen Le Roux,
with substantial input on the final syllabus
from the American and South African
instructors.

"Every aspect was very
relevant and useful, and a true

eye opener"

Students participating in the program were
exposed to both the broad perspective and
practical issues that experienced lawyers
can offer.  Topics covered included types of
business organizations, international
transaction issues, dispute resolution
procedures, and drafting and negotiating
contracts. All four American instructors offered
to provide continuing advice and consultation
via the Internet and telephone, thus offering
the students the added benefit of access to
experienced mentors. Jim St. Clair also
developed a web site for the course as an
online tool.

Feedback received from
instructors and students on the
program was overwhelmingly
positive. "The students were
anxious to learn practical skills,

readily engaged, and interacted
with me in the classroom," says
Steve Spronz. "Their questions
and comments indicated that they
were quick to grasp the material
and eager to apply the principles
taught to their own lawyering ex-
periences."   Kevin Salisbury com-
mented on the positive interaction
between the American and South
African instructors. "I want to add
how effective our South African
teaching counterparts were," he
wrote in his report. " It is clear to
me that a partnership with [South
African practitioners] adds tremen-
dous value to this program."  Com-
ments from the students likewise
reflected their appreciation of the
training program. "Every aspect
was very relevant and useful, and
a true eye opener," one student
wrote on her evaluation form.

IIn 2005, the sponsors plan to carry
out an expanded 12-week pro-
gram in both the Durban and
Johannesburg metropolitan ar-
eas. In future years it is hoped that
the program can be offered na-
tion-wide, and perhaps in other
African countries as well.

Perry  I rv ine wi th  BLA s tudents
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South Afr ica Pro Bono:  Interv iew wi th Mo McCul ly  Winograd

What kind of experience do you and Mickey bring to this project?
Mickey was the former head of the Public Defender's office in Hudson as well as Essex County in New Jersey for 25 years.  In
that capacity he handled a class action law suit involving hundreds of prisoners and organized the private bar to assist him. His
forte is looking at the big picture, identifying the problems and designing solutions.  In my position as Executive Director of the
Essex County Bar Association for the 24 years, I developed the first free standing pro bono program in New Jersey, called
Volunteer Lawyers for Justice. VLJ has now been operational for five years, and over 400 litigators provide free civil legal
services to over 1000 litigants each year. As a founder and organizer of VLJ, I know what it takes to develop an organized pro
bono program.

How did you go about planning the work you would do in South Africa?
When we began this project, we worked with Cathe Kruger, Jean Berman and two young South African lawyers interning in
New York firms through a program of the Vance Center for International Justice at the New York City Bar Association to plan
our approach and to set up meetings in South Africa.

With whom did you meet in South Africa, and what were their views on helping Age-in-Action and on the larger
issue of promoting pro bono in South Africa?
First we met with AiA at their corporate offices in Cape Town; they brought us to a Cape Black Township to meet some of their
clients and to see the circumstances in which they live.  We had meetings with the President of the Cape Town Law Society
and four Johannesburg law firms. We also met with Lawyers for Human Rights and the Legal Resources Centre, public
interest law organizations that could use pro bono help and would like to help clients of AiA as well as work with us to promote
the concept of pro bono in South Africa. Finally, we met with the head administrator of the South African Court system, the Chief
of Staff for the Deputy Minister of Justice, and a professor at the University of Wittwatersrand Law School who directs the
school's clinical program.  I think it is fair to say that everyone we asked expressed an eagerness to help AiA if they could, and
all seemed eager to pursue a pilot pro bono project to address the unmet civil needs of the poor.

Were you able to secure help for Age-in-Action?
One firm, White and Case, agreed to assist AiA by advising on pending legislation and on AiA countrywide policies. John Janks
at White & Case has already been tremendously helpful in this regard. The Werksmans firm is providing Masi Mathai, an
associate, on an as need basis to consult with the Director of HALT, a hotline for the abused elderly. The Cape Town Law
Society is working to accredit AiA as an official recipient of pro bono assistance through its program.

In what ways do you feel that you, or people with your experience, can contribute to efforts in South Africa to
establish formal pro bono programs?
Mickey and I understand the benefits of pro bono programs for law firms and the nuts and bolts of establishing organized
programs. For those who are just beginning to undertake such efforts, I believe our experience can offer valuable sugges-
tions.  Not all of them will be applicable in South Africa, but I think much of what we have learned is transferable to law firms
and law societies around the world. I think our backgrounds lend credibility to our mission, and if in retirement we can use our
experience to effectuate some positive change in this basically new country, then we are pleased and honored to continue
this mission.

In 2003 ISLP was approached by Cathe Kruger, a South African consultant to nonprofit organizations,
with a request for assistance for Age-in-Action (AiA), a 50-year old South African agency that serves the
elderly poor. AiA sought pro bono help for its clients, as well as for itself.  ISLP recruited Maureen (Mo)
and Mickey Winograd for this project, which grew into a broader effort to assist with the development
of organized pro bono programs in South Africa.  The Winograds spent one month in South Africa and
continue to work on the project from home.  Mo answered the following questions for the ISLP News.
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Develop ing In i t ia t ives:  Work ing wi th  the Wor ld  Bank

During this past spring and summer, ISLP
Board members and staff met with repre-
sentatives of the World Bank, including
General Counsel Roberto Danino, to dis-
cuss ways in which ISLP volunteers could
contribute to the work of the Bank.  A num-
ber of areas were identified, including (i)
private sector development, which in-
cludes regulatory law, competition law,
and corporate governance, among oth-
ers; (ii) judicial reform, which

encompasses judicial training, court
administration, legal education and ac-
cess to justice; (iii) environmental law;
and (iv) human development, which
covers the legal aspects of such fields
as health, labor and education. An initial
project, a one-week assessment of court
reform efforts in Argentina, was under-
taken by ISLP volunteer Jim Manahan
in April.

General Counsel to the World Bank Roberto
Danino and ISLP Board Member Bob Wald

Jordan Patent  Ass is tance Program
 John Kidd, a partner at Clifford Chance,
will be going to Jordan in late November
as an ISLP volunteer to assist the govern-
ment of Jordan to qualify for and accede
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT).
Since the merger of Clifford Chance and
Rogers & Wells in 2000, Mr. Kidd has
been the head of the firm's global intel-
lectual property (IP) group, consisting of
120 IP lawyers in 19 different countries.
ISLP approached Mr. Kidd after the Inter-
national  Executive Services Corps

 contacted it  seeking the assistance of
legal experts in international patents for
the project in Jordan. At the suggestion of
ISLP Board member Dick Winfield, ISLP
turned to Mr. Kidd, who has worked with
the World Trade Organization, which ad-
ministers the PCT. Jordan will become
the fifth of  20 countries in the Middle East
to join the PCT, which was written in 1970;
the other four joined between 1999 and
2003. This pro bono assignment will re-
ceive  funding from U.S.A.I.D.

Col in  Gonsalves Wins ABA Human Rights  Award

In the spring of 2004, ISLP was asked by the
firm Latham & Watkins to join with it in nomi-
nating Colin Gonsalves, founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of Human Rights Law Net-
work in India, for the American Bar
Association's International Human Rights
award. We are extremely pleased to report
that Colin received the award at the ABA's
Annual Meeting in Atlanta on August 7th.  The

International Human Rights Award recog-
nizes those individuals who have made ex-
traordinary contributions to the cause of
human rights, the rule of law, and the pro-
motion of access to justice.

ISLP has been working with the Human
Rights Law Network ("HRLN") and Colin for
more than two years.  From January to June
2003, ISLP volunteer Linda McGill, a part-
ner in the Maine firm Moon, Moss, McGill &
Shapiro, worked onsite with HRLN, provid-
ing assistance on matters ranging from
criminal justice to sexual harassment in the
work place.  In the winter of 2003-2004, Phil
Cohan, a partner at Piper Rudnick, and
Carolyn Cox Cohan, a women's rights ex-
pert, spent one month meeting with HRLN
staff and other human rights attorneys in In-
dia.  ISLP has also recruited significant as-
sistance for HRLN from several law firms

(see law firm story, p.5).

Colin co-founded HRLN in 1989 with
two colleagues.  It now has more
than 15 offices throughout the coun-
try, with substantial programs in
criminal justice, women's rights, the
rights of the disabled, social justice
issues such as the right to food,
children's rights and environmental
justice.  In the coming years, HRLN
plans to establish a Human Rights
Training Institute and is looking for-
ward to partnering with ISLP in this
endeavor.

ISLP congratulates Colin for winning
the ABA's International Human
Rights Award and wishes him con-
tinued success.

Page 4



Law Fi rm Par tners  and Assoc ia tes Can Be ISLP Volunteers  Too

The first book on the rights of the disabled in India will soon be
published by the Indian Human Rights Law Network (HRLN).
The book will provide the growing Indian disabilities rights move-
ment with a comprehensive compilation of domestic statutory
and case law.  It will also include chapters on disability rights
outside of India, made possible through the efforts of partners
and associates of Clifford Chance in France, Germany, Hong
Kong, Spain, the United Kingdom, and the United States.  Part-
ner Blair Soyster in the New York office organized her colleagues
around the world to undertake this work, which will broaden the
vision and arguments of advocates and help persuade courts
and legislatures as greater rights for the disabled are sought.
The Disability Rights Handbook is one of many examples of the
great value that law firms can bring to organizations working to
promote human rights, economic development and the rule of
law. While ISLP relies on experienced lawyers to undertake
missions abroad, it also recruits associates and partners for
projects that can be done from home offices. Thus, for example:

• Clifford Chance, Freshfields, Hale and Dorr and Hogan &
Hartson have provided substantial research and writing support
to HRLN. In addition to disability rights, these firms have worked
on criminal justice issues, women's rights, the right to housing
and others. Similar assistance is being provided by White &
Case and the Boston firm Sugarman Rogers Barshak & Cohen
to assist a Russian public interest law organization.

 • Baach Robinson & Lewis, Clifford Chance and Paul Weiss
Rifkind Wharton & Garrison are representing detainees and
former detainees at Guantanamo Bay, working together with
the Center for Constitutional Rights, military defense counsel
and British lawyers.

• Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton is assisting a major inves-
tor and lender to social entrepreneurs in developing countries
with complex corporate, intellectual property, finance and other
legal advice.

 Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson is providing intellec-
tual property and general corporate and tax advice to a non-
profit organization that develops, manufactures and distrib-
utes low-cost medcal technolgies in developing countries. It
is also working with the Clinton Foundation to help African
and Caribbean countries regarding the importation and sale
of generic drugs (see story, p.1).

 • Morrison & Foerster is assisting international and local or-
ganizations working to combat trafficking in human beings.
MoFo attorneys attended a two-day conference in Tokyo con-
vened by Vital Voices Global Partnership, an organization ad-
dressing women's issues, and are advising it and
otherorganizations on both organizational and substantive is-
sues.

• Clifford Chance in New York, Washington, Paris and
Amsterdam, Cleary Gottlieb, Holland & Knight, Latham &
Watkins, Patton Boggs, Piper Rudnick and White & Case in
Mexico are assisting nonprofit organizations from the United
States and abroad with corporate and organizational issues.
Among these are Transfair USA, which promotes the sale of
"free trade" coffee in the United States, Fundacao Oasis
Cidade Aberta, which works in Brazil and elsewhere to pro-
mote sustainable economic development, African Solutions
to African Problems, which helps community-based organi-
zations in South Africa, and several others.

The participation of these and other firms in ISLP's work re-
flects the growing desire of lawyers to undertake international
pro bono work. As Cathy Jones, Community Affairs Manager at
Clifford Chance, put it: "It is a delight when the advantages of
being part of the global Clifford Chance community are put
into practice for worthwhile pro bono causes.  We benefit
greatly from the globalization of business and the law, and we
recognize the unique opportunities for our lawyers to advance
human rights, legal reform and the rule of law.  To use our
knowledge and skills for these goals, which are so important
to the future of our world, is immensely satisfying."

Clifford Chance Partners & Associates working w/ ISLP
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International Senior Lawyers Project

31 W. 52nd Street, 5th Floor
New York, New York 10019

Tel: 212-880-5714
Fax: 212-878-8375

www.islp.org

MISSION
The International Senior Lawyers Project
provides volunteer legal services by skilled

and experienced attorneys to advance democ-
racy and the rule of law, protect human rights

and promote equitable economic development
worldwide. Through the pro bono work of retired

and active practitioners, ISLP helps govern-
ments and citizens develop and implement legal

reforms, assists progams that advance the
social and economic well-being of people in

developing countries, and builds the capacity of
local organizations and professionals to meet

the needs of their communities.

ISLP Thanks the following
Foundations and Law Firms for their financial

support in 2004

The Open Society Institute
The Ernst C. Stiefel Foundation

Baach Robinson & Lewis
Covington & Burling

Clifford Chance
Hogan & Hartson
Latham & Watkins

Lawler Metzger & Milkman
Piper Rudnick

We extend a very special thanks to Clifford
Chance and Lawler Metzger & Milkman for

providing office space and related services,
Hogan & Hartson for use of conference rooms,
and Latham & Watkins for videoconferencing
facilities and for the printing of this newsletter.

Adress labe l  here

Richard Winfield, a co-founder and treasurer of ISLP, journeyed
to Albania in late September for a NATO-sponsored conference
on destroying surplus munitions and weapons.  He visited the
NATO-Albanian facility in Elbasan where several million Chinese-
made hand grenades are being de-militarized, and the materials
recycled. Dick spoke at the conference on the need for the NATO
program, and the role of a free and independent press and civil
society in connection with disarmament.  Other speakers included
President Alfred Moisu; Ambassador Gunther Altenberg, NATO
Assistant Secretary General for Political Affairs and Security Policy;
and U.S. Charge d'Affairs Stephen Zate.
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